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the trial of the case (O'Donnell v. Walter) on 2 July 1888 counsel
for the defence, Sir Richard Webster/ produced other incrimi-
nating letters which Parnell was alleged to have written. Unable
to ignore the charge longer, but disbelieving that he could get
justice from a Middlesex jury, the Irish leader asked to have the
authenticity of the letters inquired into by a select committee of
the house of commons. The government declined, but brought
in a bill setting up a special commission of three judges to investi-
gate the whole of The Times charges. The commissioners were
Sir James (afterward Lord) Hannen, Mr. Justice Day, and Mr.
Justice (afterwards Lord Justice) A. L. Smith. They met in
September 1888.
Now these letters were clever forgeries. They had been bought
in good faith by The Times after submission to a handwriting
expert. The vendor had in turn bought them from one Richard
Pigott, a disreputable Irish journalist, Pigott forged them with
his own hand. It was not till February 1889 that he entered the
witness-box; but there he speedily broke down under cross-
examination. He absconded abroad; posted a full confession to
The Times; and when the British police tracked him to Madrid
with a warrant for his arrest on a charge of p<.ijury> blew his
brains out. These sensational events caused a strong revulsion
of popular English feeling in favour not only of Parnell but of
his cause* His brilliant counsel, Sir Charles Russell, himself an
Irishman,2 created the public impression that there had been a
cut-throat conspiracy against the honour of the Irish nation by
traducers who did not stick at forgery. This was not wholly true;
for the one actual villain had been Pigott, and his sole motive
was money. But it appealed overwhelmingly to the latent Eng-
lish love of fair play; so much so that, when the Commission
reported nearly a year later (2 February 1890), entirely exculpat-
ing Parnell, but establishing grave charges against Davitt, Dillon,
O'Brien, and the Irish leaders generally, the acqtattal almost
wholly diverted attention from the blame. The Times was
mulcted in the enormous sum of £250,000 for the whole cost
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